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and it was enough that Mussolini and Grandi had agreed
to drop the peace pact.   The difficulties with regard to the
programme were complicated by all sorts of equivocations.
Mussolini, himself a ' conservative', had for several weeks
been considering collaboration with the socialists, whom his
fellow conservatives wanted to see crushed for good and all
by the fascist manganello.   Grandi, who talked about a new
Risorgimnto, and wanted to win the confidence of the masses
and impose the Quarnero republic on a national scale, had
the backing of the fascists of the Po valley, inspired and led
by the landowners, who were particularly selfish and hostile
to the workers.   Mussolini made no secret of his mistrust of
the fascist syndicates, particularly as the foundations for
a c syndicalist state', but Grandi, who wanted to be both
revolutionary and syndicalist, was the leader of the fascism
of  the   ' punitive   expeditions',   which   were   uprooting
syndicalism entirely over a third of Italy.    Mussolini, who
wished to collaborate with the General Confederation of
Labour,  opposed d'Annunzio, who looked forward to a
* national   reconciliation',   in   which   the   Confederation
would play an important part;   while Grandi, who pro-
claimed himself d'Annunzio's disciple, wanted to destroy
the Confederation root and branch.   Mussolini, who hoped
for a personal dictatorship, had been talking of pacification
and collaboration right up to the eve of the congress ;
Grandi, with his talk of democracy and syndicalism, wished
the blackshirt offensive to go on until the enemy were wiped
out.    On neither side was there any connection between
theory and facts, between principles and the forces which
were to put them into practice.
This tangle of equivocations eventually helped the fusion
of opposing tendencies. Mussolini's reactionary ideas
inevitably combined with Grandi's reactionary forces, and
from that moment unity was regained, particularly as
Mussolini was prepared for any sacrifice to get back the
squadristi ; he had gone back on the peace pact, he had been
the first to sign a complimentary telegram to d'Annunzio
from the congress, and he had become an out-and-out
nationalist. Although he had, a few months ago, defended
the treaty of Rapallo, he now interrupted the speech of a

